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with locks and bars, and upper ceiling, so as to form a secure
repository for the cloths, jewels, weapons, coins, brass vessels,
and other household valuables. "Windows are either wanting,
or are exceedingly small, and fitted with wooden bars or
carved work. The interior is often dark, and ventilation is
wholly disregarded.

Barely, except in large towns, are native houses built in
street rows, or quite up to the line of the roadway. Between
the public road and the dwelling an open space or yard
is left for various uses. Here rice is beaten in the wooden
mortar, or spread out to dry in the sun. In one corner of
the yard are sheds for cattle, and receptacles for rice, straw,
cocoa-nuts, &c. Behind or at the side is a small cookhouse,
unless indeed culinary operations are performed against
the outer wall of the house, or even inside one of the
apartments.

A well is often dug inside the courtyard for convenience
of access. In front is the door or gateway, covered with a
small roof-like frame, thatched, to protect the woodwork
from the effects of rain and sun. Here, too, in most houses
there is an open shed, in which visitors are received, and
business of all kinds transacted. In these little sheds we
have often engaged in worship with our Christian people.

In the more respectable native houses there are a great
many separate buildings; some of them carefully secluded
for the use of the various members of the family and their
wives and children, with store-rooms, cooking-houses, and
often a small domestic temple in one corner of the open,
courtyard.

Little furniture is required or used. A bench or two, a
small native " cot? or bed-frame, on which a mat is spread,
a brass lamp suspended, by a chain, a wooden mortar for
pounding rice, and a few cooking vessels (the whole costing
but a few shillings), form the furniture of a small native hut.